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Coal Mine Safety Governance in China: Neglected Lessons

Nie Huihua' Li Jing' & Fang Mingyue
(1. School of Economics Renmin University of China Beijing; 2. College of Economics and Management

China Agricultural University Beijing)

Abstract: China used to be the country with the largest fatalities related to coal mine accidents in the world. However during the
last two decades it has successfully curbed the frequent occurrence of coal mine accidents and enormously reduced the fatality
rate. In this paper we review the regulatory system for the coal mine industry from 1949 to 2018 compile and analyze the data
on coal mine accidents and summarize experiences in China’ s successful governance of coal mine safety under a unified govern—
ment — enterprise relationship framework. First in terms of policy targets China has ingeniously traded off between economic
growth and production safety. Second in terms of institutional design China separates coal production departments from mine
safety supervision departments. Third on the governance system China builds a multifaceted system based on vertical manage—
ment and supplemented by public supervision. China’s successful experience in coal mine safety governance has provided useful
inspiration for governance in other fields.

Key words: Coal Mine Accidents; Safe Production; Governance; Government — Business Collusion
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